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Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude
SVIATOSLAV

To the Clergy, Religious and All the Faithful
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
The Vibrant Parish—a place to encounter the living Christ

Dearly Beloved In Cheist!

Intraduction

Cur Loed Jesas Chirisl before His ascenshon imqp heaven Instnocted his
dicciples, sayleg: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tzing them lin the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Haoly
Spistz, ceaching them to chserve all thas 1 have commuanded you, And
Esehald, | am with you alwayi, o the end af de age™ (Mot 28:18-29).
‘This commission of Chris to proclaim the Good Mews was glven no
caly 10 the fire disciples, che apostles, It 4 dérected 1o the Clarch in
all timees, even to the end of the ages. The Ukrainlan Greek Caghollc
Chigreh, in Ralfilling this commbzslon of our Divine Savior, spealdng
checugh the Bishege of s Holy Syeod ffve yeass ago, defllned "Hall-
mess of 2 uniied peaple of God® as the goal of her minkstry. Holiness is

© Gods glft, and the vocation of every Christan. “For this I8 the will of

G, yous sancilfication,™ St Pagl remnlnds us in the lemes 1o the Thes-
salontaes {1 Th £:2).

The parksh i the place where Chris-
than halimess most often germinates,
Erows, and matuges. For this reason
the Syned of Bishops of the Ulzainian
Greek Catholle Church In 2011, In g
conoern for the spiricual renewal of
gur entire Chaarch, fooused It pastic-
ular attem- tiom on e parish, that
foundaticnal pordon of the People of
God, which strdves for holiness under
the goldance of Wiy bishop as father
andieacher of the faith. The program,
which 1he Hely Syned agproved, s
called, *The Vikeant Parish — & place
1o emoounnes the bving Christ.™ Th
goal of this pastoral program I ta kelp
all the faithful of cur Church to lexm
"z livet b= order oo please Cod™ (1 Th
421}, amd thus 1o grow In bolleess and
ity in Christ Jess,

In this Fastoral Letter, [ would like wo
reflec an the key componests of a vl
beant pazish.

Tl Werd of God

*Liat the woed of Chirket dwell i yeu richly, teaching snd admanishing
ane ancgher in all wisdom,™ 5. Pagl eaches us in the Epbnb 1o the
Coldnsslars (Col 3:18). Throagh the Word of God we come fo know
Chaist, we enccunter Him, asd ester inia a liviag relatlcathip with
Him. *Ignorance of Sarlpture 12 ignorance of Chaist,™ sabd St Tepomae.
1a our pasishes whe want 10 follow the example of the fiest Christans
50 that the ‘Wornd of God might become the foundation of our ecclesi-
o, parochial, farmdly, soclal, and personal lfe. | strongly urge pastors
1 diligenily prepare ielr hocillies bused on the proclsmed Word of
God |5 such & way ihar s Word mighs become “living shd active® In
ik il of cor parishioners, capable of notrishing them, ghving them
answers 1o real e of the day, 154 Inspiiog tem 1o service.

Thee Word of God showdd bear visfhle fredt In our everpday lves be-
caose only those who keep this Word, that i, obey It, will be called
blessed in the Land (see Lk 11:28), In our parishes there should pos be
a slegle family which does not own 2 Bible, [ encourage all our faitihal
to read the Sacred Seriptuses on o daily basis: this & done Ideally
chrimgh pjr:]ﬂmu,minpuuh hibfe-study grougs or through prayerfial
reading a1 bome. The newly-puablished Covechlsm of the Ukrainian
Greek Carhalie Chirch, =Chrisrowr Pascha, ® is another exseatial vol-
ume which steould become a handbeak of (sl fog all tee members of
eur Chusch — children, youth, and adults. The Catechism, according to

desropolian Ancexy (Shepoyeky), is the foundakon of Cheistian 1ife.

O hils oocaslon T with v emphailte that all the members of our
Church have a persosal responsihibicy throughout thide-wisele lives 10
acquine an ever deeper kmowledge of tee tnath of the Holy Falth, while
the clergy most not neglect thelr responsibility of teaching the faliy 1o
their parighiemirs, ot only teoagh presching, but alss (krough cates
chetical instruction. When we ipeak of catechasls, we anderstand this
o b a conginuous process of eptering ingo the mysery of the Chasch,
i be applied not anly td childrén whe are preparing to recedve the: Haly
Mymeries (Sacraments), Permanent a5d continweas fomhatlta for var-
ious age groups = children, youth, a8, and ths efdesly = 15 &n essen-
dat-:mmg af the vibrant pasfsh. Fimadly, I wadld to emphasire thae
just a8 15 I8 with che Bible, 0 too the Catechism of ear Chunch should
hlhﬁm{w:ﬂwu!mwwwu Ig B5.a st vaba-
able a3 for o proper understandibg and
l'ﬂdl.l'l-ﬂ.:llﬂ'l-t"-":ﬁ'd{llﬁnd. :

‘H nl_'r Mysteries (Sacraments) and
"Prayer
The Ward of Giad 15 the foundation of
Chyristias Life, while the Hiody Excharise
fis ity sowrce and at the same tme iis
calminaifon. Gathered 21 the Divine
Lirargy, ik parish community unioes
writh jte Emvigible head, Christ, and with
alll the salsne arid-chgels, tint enscting
- epftical anled-bepwets Beoven and
earth, bérween tme and etermity. The
Diivine Linurgy, which a duly appoisied
priest celetrated n unkty with and cn
behall of his bizhop, i Also & dme of
bullding wp the Church, the ‘body of
Christ; which has car Lood as i Head,
Theere i4 no moment mane precious in
our eagthly Iefe ehan the Diivise Linargy.
That Is why' Sunduy, the baly Day of
ouxr Load, shoedd be hossmed by wvery
* Christian, and participation in the Di-
vine Linsgy should be considersd mot
a5 an oblgadon imposed by -the
Chanch, witich requires cor ohedience,
baat [4 sherald be received as & gt frodn our Land, who leags o en-
coimier ug, in opder to [l as wits His graceand bove, “We cannct live
withoat Sanday]® was the moita of the eardy Cleistans of the firtcen-
rupies, ard they prefersed a maeryr's death 1o Agresing under poeagane
iroen the pagand to waork on Sunday. This motto we Christlans of the
215t cenbary must make cur dwn, and we should perslssesily paard the
holiness and loviolability of thve Loed's Day. Membens of & vibrant
parish also activeli participate inthe Haly Mipsteries (Sacraments)
Ragalaty, if poasible even dally, they gacher for ihe services In praise
of our Heavenly Father, They freqiently go o Confesdlon and retéive
Holy Communlon. Tn a vibrant parish chearch organizations combine
thetlr activities with commes prayer, Hnding in 15 thelr strength and in-
spiration. Mo bess lenpostass b oor peivate prayer - perscnal and faenily
prayer = which extersds and continuwes our ltorgical prayer in the
Church. Char pariskes, and fin ther cor 'faeilbes, st again become a
schesnl of prayer fior all of coer falibful

Serving One's Nelghbor

Another [mponant element, which expresses the inner mature of Lht
Chisrch and reveals the vibmney of a pasksh {2 dakanla, wiich means
mﬁ.ngm1murprrfum]n:3_'dulmh]:xﬂm This servlce oo par
pefghbos flaws from bur rootedies bn Chiss Acive love af selghbar
ks thee woration and tash of each Chalstian wdthout exception. [t is only
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falth, edng i bove, swhich leads s 10 salvation (see CGal 5260 Fath  wmitg of all ibe charches of the Kylvan radition. And ahoree all, in the
withiost works is dead (sée fames 3:26). "Ad you did 31 1 ene of tse  spiric of the love of Clitsy, bt uy'make avery ailom 1o avodd any words

bkl of these By beethren, yoo Qd i o Me® (Mor 25:40), — savs ibe
Land Josua

Let s ook around 5 — 6 thet woeld there 5 g0 much usgedy and
poverty, so isuch loneliness nod sorrow, paln snd suffering! All the chal-
lenging clromnstances of our [He on tagth = these are for us an fendtation
e active b, which is an experssbon of living faldh, The Land wanis o
open cur ryes oo the sullering world so that we might leam o nay Tove
and 1 sapress God's love iooour nedghbor = by our attention ta 1lsem,

ar sctkons which cotild damage cur beothess and sistars kn Christ or of-
ferd them, Even though st tmed we may be saldecned ip mockery and
presar, 1ol wh ot give now e bemygnation oo pespond oo el with evil,
May Cheisr's prayer for his wrong-doees and the teaching of the Apastle
of the Mations become a testamem forus: Do not be ovencome by evil,
bt ovencomme evil with good” (Rom 12:21%

Mizslonary Spirlt of the Parlih Cenmuniiy
Jegwd Christ said oo Fis disciples: *Yoa are ik 2alt of the eanh... you

by our simeene sympatiy, suppos, by our words of encouragensent and  ane the light of the worbd™ (Mt 5:13-14), mid by ikl He calls ws w0
poad cheer, bur malaly, frough acs of mercy. It ks ogly then that we reach mitslde our church commmianities to carry Chrin's teaching isto
s canabdir sursalves wibrant Clutsdans and our paaishes can become  the world, 1o wransfosm the world with the Splsit 6f Christ. A church

plices where cige & given o the orphen, peotactica for the widow, help
Lo thee poor, anil whee the suflerng of the el s shared, Thus we will
reveal booibe warld the mabsme] e of the Chised gnd will beoonse
ihse lwing sign of the presence of God among humankind, sccarding 1w
ithe werds'of 5L Augostise: “If you see chardty, you see the Trinim"™

Leadershig

Thee parish is 3 commuanity of falikfal whe, usder the feadership of the
blshogp and thalr pastors, fulfill their calling 1o anéty wiih God the Faiker
iough our Lesd Jesus. Christ bn the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesos oone
stanthy aces 1n our commnenitdes through the Holy Spirit sending down
Fils gifts for ihe devel spment and growih of HiE Body, The Apostle Paal
thus explales: “And his gitts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, same evangeliss, some pascors and teachers, to equip the
saleag far the wodk of mlslstny, for bullding ap the body of Christ, umiil
wh Ik azrain 10 the anity of the faith and of the knowled e of the Sen of
God, 0 msure manhoosd, 1o the measare of the datare of the fullpess
ol Chris.™ {Eph d:11-13). Tlee leadership of e parish commanny b
extrcised umder the leadeizhip of the bishep as hesd and fasher Each
parizh slauld be an organioed community in which, under theoae of
Mpmuﬁhwﬂmmmuummbuﬂwmm
weeedding 15 the gilits swhich they recelved from the Laed.

Therefore, church baadenship i oot the fulllllment of a pardcalarad-
minkstrative office, bot first of &l servdoe v God and

thoe this means that for & parish 10 b vitment, i0mast ba

and pasvaral coundils. In additan, & parish must have well-fopmed and .

ARIFE BO-warkers who asled e prige in hﬂlu;uu:hukﬂimmh._

hlﬂ#ﬂ\ﬂ?"ﬂh will ensure that cur parishes are truly vibrant? The

cturch brotherhsods, durluhltwnt:,mtﬂ: m
grogpe. One of the mest Impapans respond |
pafizh commuimity uﬂiumﬁrqﬂad'-wmmd
ways of impbementing it in the lifeof {be pacdsh.

Fosterdag and Serving Unbty

mmﬂmﬁmﬂumﬂlmﬂmwﬁu amity which ex- am '

isted smong the members of the fimt Chirfsr's diseiples:
“The community of bellevess was n!mmmmﬂd_mdmnu
clalzned that any of his possessions was his
uiing in commeon™ [Acrs 4:32). This spleinsal
Chrisian comsosly can be expressad with dhie tirm Rislnands (Gom-
mmnban) witch coeveys unify, hammony and oomemee Ife. T be Church
% 1o abide in the communicn of the Holy Spirs, the grace of owr Lord
Jeso, and the love of God the Father, Thus, the usity of the church s
#n icoa of the unity of Persons of she Holy Trinly. This unioy can be
seen on different levels: on the level of the Usdvessal and Partieylar
Chunch, the eparchy, and the individual parish. 1t may bappen thas
therough cur weakness ad Finfiulnets we do not reflect ts unisy. Ever
aware of this, we all must cherish and foster uity, preserving full com-
inumnbon with the ssooessor of the apasils Peder, the Holy Father, with
the bierarchy of our Charch, with the local bishaps snd passors wha set
in thedr pame,

the parish | @ community of cosmunliies. th 8 parish dere will be
varlous prayer grougs, brotherhoods, and yourh crganizations, All of
ilsese age calléd o strengthen unlty and love among the mem- bers of
e parish community. By suppocting one asother theaugh prover, by
shuring God's gifts and working together bn a Chirlse-lke spici of seryv-
icw, we will be abie 1o bring v Life cur synodal progrem; *Hellsess of

Yhey bad vy
o the fir -

commurnicy, repesed bn the Holy Spdrit, by 125 wery 1ile becomes a living
sarman of Chrisysnd His presence, Here it is worllb mentioning one of
the faveeite phienses of Blessed Joba JOCIT, shat “the partsh s thit foun-
tisln at the ceriter of the village, 1o which all ecewe 1o quesch thele thles,"
It is pear wish that eur beeanse such spiricoal well-aprings sa
that peaple would be drawn to them, amd be able 1o find suppad and
wirengih, Teve arsd grace = in one word, sabvatioa;

Retaming 1o ibe Loed"s commission with which we began this leiter,
wie will nose: Jesus Christ teaches ys chat we are to be ready (o bear it
nmwlImnulnn]}'thnm'ﬁh.hmﬂ:nhwmﬁ.anunﬂy It k5 ghe
case todey that Cheintans are ashamed (0 acknowled ge their Erith, hid-
ing it by thelr sibence and pesshvity, instesd of delending the Charch.of
Christ and sanding in the defonse of the rights and digety of e human
pemon. Our pasionl infidatves, carechissis, Diving servioes, the reading
af God's wiand, ete. should make s erong and unwavering in car falth,
a6 wiell o5 always ready =io make o delense to Enyane wihe &ks you lor
& reasan for the hope that ik s you™ [1Pr 3:15),

With panticular recognition and thanks, T would like 1o mension todsy
theseiriests and religions, whe, gulded by & misslonary spiciz, provide
w@mmmwmmmmwmn{mhﬂm-
" ingarticular, to gur emigramis. | also acknowledge ihose wha preach
ﬂ:rwwdﬁfﬁudhmhhmﬂhi}I.mdmﬂmmv:mw
. kmovy and encoanter Christ (o thelr lves, Our Church &5 & whole must

pray ihat trey muy be storagthened by the Haly Spirit
in this reasr Impoctans mikdasny,

mhm«muqmuhmﬂhmm
ey 38K Aoy will {mplement these important and mach needed

Liskap, Sdaybar gur pastor ipgether with othee members of the
ﬂ#nﬁmﬁk‘hmﬂﬂfﬁlw#ﬁmmcqmumﬂ
apgsiery i lobaed on the temitary.of the pasish? The
sty ks slmple: each and every o2e of o |5 esponsible
b partsh conmunies, Chiss cermmandients
fans wiihiout exceptlon, Together, we all form
b, and Aposindlc Chanch, That 4s why all of us
*lkHog. &8 wie bulld our parish chmenenkty, through
Hﬁthhﬂmﬁmmm"mlm

Therefote, 1 encoarage all of you: open the doors of your beans and
yonir hoxmes to Cheist, allos His Holy Spisit to transform you, purify
and strengthen you by God's bowe! And T invice all - lakty, rebighots, s
elergy = toihe renewal of our chuech Ul o cor naive Lds-and abeosd.
Lep us mave fonsand, sremgihened in God's prace, and wustng in Fis
Holy Providence, which gudes our Chyrch through the ages!

[ entrust all of you, dearty beioved in Christ, mhmﬂurbrprpbuﬂm
of the Most Haly Theotokes. May cur besvenly Mother lead us w her
Sool bay the holy protecices of the Ukralaisen Tands, in pardeilar, the
blessed maryrs of the list inteteede for us, Theough their sulfer-
h&nfmwﬁhhpuumﬁ‘ﬂuﬂm&mumwmm
Chwrch, which found itsell i the cataconiie for docades, was tnaly vibrant
and life-giving. By their example and their incercessbon may they be a
gipn of hope Tor u ind a promise of the Lead's blessing bn oor minksry,

The blessing of the Lord be upan you!



